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congratulate the partners and associ-
ates of Cragin & Pike on this accom-
plishment, and look forward to many
more.e®

MIDDLE EAST PEACE PROCESS

® Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. President, | rise
today to comment on my decision to
support two resolutions concerning the
Middle East peace process. Both of
these resolutions express congressional
opposition to any efforts by either
party in the peace process to attempt,
through unilateral actions, to pre-
judge or pre-determine the outcome of
the negotiations currently taking place
between the Palestinians and the
Israelis. | would like to take a moment
to explain why | decided to cosponsor
these resolutions.

| believe that one of the most impor-
tant foreign policy issues facing Amer-
ica today is how to encourage peace in
the Middle East. Reaching a peace
agreement at this time is extremely
critical, not only to our strategic in-
terests in the region, but to the parties
themselves. 1 remain optimistic that
despite the various setbacks, it will
still be possible for the parties to
achieve a just and lasting peace.

However, in my view, the only way to
achieve such a peace is for the parties
to abide by the plan of negotiations as
set out in the context of Madrid, Oslo,
and most recently, in the Wye Planta-
tion Agreement. This plan clearly sets
forth a structure which dictates the
timetable and order of discussing cer-
tain very critical issues.

| am particularly concerned that any
unilateral actions by the parties or co-
sponsors which might pre-judge the
outcome or change this plan would
have a great potential to undermine
what limited chance we have for peace
in the Middle East.

Within this context, the parties, with
the full support of the co-sponsors,
agreed to delay the discussion of many
of the most critical and difficult issues
until final status negotiations, and
promised not to take any unilateral ac-
tions which might pre-judge or pre-de-
termine the outcome of those issues.
My opposition to unilateral actions by
any party or co-sponsor, including the
United States, is well known and on
the record. It was, for example, the
principal basis for my opposition in
1995 to S. 1322, which mandated the re-
location of the U.S. Embassy from Tel
Aviv to Jerusalem.

Similarly, just as | was concerned
about the potentially injurious impact
on the peace process of prematurely ad-
dressing issues relating to Jerusalem, |
am equally concerned about the impact
of a unilateral and premature declara-
tion by the Palestinians regarding
statehood. | believe such a unilateral
declaration by the Palestinian Author-
ity would almost certainly undermine
future progress toward a peace accord.

It is my understanding that the Ad-
ministration’s position is consistent
with these congressional resolutions,
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and in fact the United States has main-
tained ongoing discussions with the
Palestinians to discourage them from
unilaterally declaring a state outside
the context of the negotiations.

My support for both of these resolu-
tions are based on this principle alone:
That any unilateral actions by either
parties or co-sponsors are disruptive
and damaging to the peace process as a
whole. My support for these resolutions
is not a comment regarding what the
Palestinian authorities should do if the
peace process fails and no final status
agreement can be reached. Nor is it a
comment on the merits of a Palestin-
ian state. Nor, finally, is it a sugges-
tion that a Palestinian state should
not be created as part of the final sta-
tus agreement should the parties de-
cide upon that themselves. Indeed, for
the process to be successful, the Pal-
estinians must be permitted to exercise
their independence.

My support for these resolutions is
thus exclusively and solely a statement
that in my opinion, a unilateral dec-
laration of a Palestinian state at this
time would probably destroy any
chance to reach a just and lasting
peace between the parties. Peace is too
important—and too much effort toward
achieving such a peace has been ex-
pended by all parties and co-sponsors
for it to be jeopardized in this way.e

COMMENDING HAZEL WOLF ON
HER 101ST BIRTHDAY

® Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, it is
my great pleasure to recognize Ms.
Hazel Wolf of Seattle, Washington, in
honor of her 101st birthday on Wednes-
day, March 10, 1999. Ms. Wolf, a great,
great grand-mother, is a tireless advo-
cate for conservation, environmental
protection and social justice through-
out the Pacific Northwest. A dedicated
volunteer, community activist and
leader, Ms. Wolf serves as an outstand-
ing example for all Americans.

Ms. Wolf became involved in the Au-
dubon Society in the early-1960s and
had a hand in starting 21 of the 26 Au-
dubon Society chapters in Washington
State, plus one in her birthplace of Vic-
toria, British Columbia. In 1979, she
worked to organize the first statewide
conference to bring together environ-
mentalists and Native American tribes.
For three decades she has served as
Secretary of the Seattle Audubon Soci-
ety chapter, and for 17 years she has
edited an environmental newsletter,
““Outdoors West”’. In addition, she is
among the founders of Seattle’s Com-
munity Coalition for Environmental
Justice. She is a frequent speaker at
schools and environmental conferences
throughout the Northwest.

In 1997, the National Audubon Soci-
ety awarded her the prestigious Medal
of Excellence. The Seattle Audubon
chapter has created the Hazel Wolf
“Kids for the Environment” endow-
ment, which will help educate youth
about conservation. Ms. Wolf is also
the recipient of the 1997 Chevron Con-
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servation Award, the $2,000 prize from
which she contributed to the Seattle
Audubon Society. In Issaquah, Wash-
ington, there is a 1l6-acre wetland
named after her and on the other side
of the Cascade Mountains near Yak-
ima, a bird sanctuary bears her name.

Hazel Wolf retired from her career as
a legal secretary in 1965. She has prov-
en repeatedly that significant and last-
ing contributions to society are a func-
tion neither of career nor of age, but of
hard work, perseverance and vision. As
her family and friends gather to cele-
brate her 101st birthday, | want to wish
Ms. Wolf continued success and good
health, and to thank her for being an
inspiration to me and countless others.
Happy Birthday, Hazel.e

RULES OF THE COMMITTEE ON
AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION, AND
FORESTRY

® Mr. LUGAR. Mr. President, | ask
that the Rules of the Committee on
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry be
printed in the RECORD.

The rules follow:

RULES OF THE COMMITTEE ON
AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION, AND
FORESTRY

(As specified in Rule XXV of the Standing
Rules of the United States Senate)

RULE I—MEETINGS

1.1 Regular Meetings.—Regular meetings
shall be held on the first and third Wednes-
day of each month when Congress is in ses-
sion.

1.2 Additional Meetings.—The Chairman,
in consultation with the ranking minority
member, may call such additional meetings
as he deems necessary.

1.3 Notification.—In the case of any meet-
ing of the committee, other than a regularly
scheduled meeting, the clerk of the commit-
tee shall notify every member of the com-
mittee of the time and place of the meeting
and shall give reasonable notice which, ex-
cept in extraordinary circumstances, shall be
at least 24 hours in advance of any meeting
held in Washington, DC, and at least 48 hours
in the case of any meeting held outside
Washington, DC.

1.4 Called Meeting.—If three members of
the committee have made a request in writ-
ing to the Chairman to call a meeting of the
committee, and the Chairman fails to call
such a meeting within 7 calendar days there-
after, including the day on which the written
notice is submitted, a majority of the mem-
bers may call a meeting by filing a written
notice with the clerk of the committee who
shall promptly notify each member of the
committee in writing of the date and time of
the meeting.

1.5 Adjournment of Meetings.—The Chair-
man of the committee or a subcommittee
shall be empowered to adjourn any meeting
of the committee or a subcommittee if a
quorum is not present within 15 minutes of
the time scheduled for such meeting.

RULE 2—MEETINGS AND HEARINGS IN GENERAL

2.1 Open SESSIONS.—Business meetings and
hearings held by the committee or any sub-
committee shall be open to the public except
as otherwise provided for in Senate Rule
XXVI, paragraph 5.

2.2 Transcripts.—A transcript shall be kept
of each business meeting and hearing of the
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